Introduced by Council Member Carter: 

RESOLUTION 2012-111
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING LUKE AKERSTROM FOR HIS EXAMPLE OF COURAGE AND POSITIVE DETERMINATION IN OVERCOMING TREMENDOUS ODDS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, on December 31, 2010, five year old Luke Akerstrom of Jacksonville suffered a severe seizure while riding in his family’s car and after months of medical testing at Wolfson Children’s Hospital was diagnosed with acute disseminated encephalomyelitis, an extremely rare form of brain inflammation; and


WHEREAS, Luke Akerstrom has demonstrated a remarkable determination to overcome his physical challenges and, after a year of intensive rehabilitation, has begun to regain his ability to walk and talk again; and 


WHEREAS, several members of the Jacksonville Jaguars organization, especially center Brad Meester and Communications Manager Ryan Robinson, have devoted themselves to encouraging Luke in his rehabilitation and introduced him to the team at a pre-season practice last summer, where he demonstrated the results of his hard work and determination by walking unassisted onto the practice field to meet the players; and


WHEREAS, Luke Akerstrom is an outstanding example of the power of faith, perseverance and determination to overcome tremendous odds, and serves as a beacon of hope to all who know his story; 
now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Luke Akerstrom for his outstanding example of courage and positive determination to overcome difficult circumstances, and congratulates him and his family for their hard work and unfailingly positive outlook.  The City wishes the Akerstroms the very best of success.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

    /s/ Margaret M. Sidman________
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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